BIZWENI BUZZ
Term 1 2022
"Your ordinary acts of love and hope point to the extraordinary promise that
every human life is of inestimable value"
- Archbishop Desmond Tutu

OUT & ABOUT
Nothing says summer more than sun, sand, sea
and ice lollies! We were absolutely thrilled to be
able to take our children on outings for the first
time in two years.
There was such excitement (teachers and the
children) when Class 2 & 3 went ontheir
separate outings to Gordon’s Bay beach. The
children had the best time splashing in the
waves, digging in the sand, kids being kids
smiling ear to ear.

WE HAVE BEEN BUSY!
Class 1 went to Vredenheim Animal Farm
Class 2 & 3 visited an apple farm
Class 4 took a trip to Somerset Mall
Class 5 had a picnic at the Helderberg
Nature Reserve

It is just as important for our children
to experience the world
as it is for the world to
experience our children.
WE HOPE:
To start breaking down the barriers that our
children face in the community
That people become more comfortable
interacting with people with disabilities

To finish off Class 3's morning, ice cream cones
were bought for everyone. As they came to pay,
a gentleman who had been watching the
children and staff's enjoyment, asked to pay the
bill. A random act of kindness that warmed our
hearts.

FAMILY DAY
Boerewors, bubbles, bikes, music...and yummy
slushies! On Saturday the 5th of March we hosted
our first Family Day.
The aim of this event was for our parents to
connect, get to know each other, share stories,
give advice, and feel welcomed and supported.

Parents of a child with special needs
can face numerous challenges such as:

It was lovely to see the parents chatting together,
enjoying each other's company and relaxing in the
sunshine. The children's excitement at spending
time with their friends and family together was
palpable.

a lack of understanding from others
discrimination in their community
feelings of isolation
lack of respite from giving 24/7 care
uncertainty of the future
feeling drained physically, emotionally and
financially
We recognise these challenges and endeavor to
offer guidance and support to our parents. This
can only be achieved through building up
relationships and good communication.

SAY AHHH!
SAY
AHHH
EASIER ACCESS

Sometimes it's easy to take things for granted, like your
dental health. In January, 31 of our children visited
Melissa, the Oral Hygienist at the Pebbles Project. This
was a first for many of our children.
Melissa was very gentle and made the experience
interesting and fun. The children with cavities were
referred to Tygerberg Hospital for further treatment.
We are so grateful that we were able to provide this
service to our children, from the money raised at our
last Paint & Sip fundraiser.

ACTIVISTS IN ACTION
You have the power to make a difference
Beaumont Primary put in a huge effort and
showed us loads of love this Valentine's Day.
The Grade 7 prefects made thousands of items
to sell during break time. They worked hard and
raised a whopping R22,000!
This extremely generous donation has enabled
our Occupational Therapists to order new
therapy equipment such as wedges and blocks,
which will help our children sit or lie in the
correct position.

Back in 2020, Covid dashed this duo's dream of
riding the Cape Epic when it was cancelled. This
didn't stop Marinda & Wilna. Team 'Rolling
Stones' are back to tackle the world's longest
mountain-bike stage race.
On the 20th of March they got the chance to test
their endurance are braving the heat, dust, hills,
and wind on behalf of our Centre. Together they
have raised an amazing R34,000 and counting!
Marinda has a strong connection with our
children.
Her biokinetic practice has volunteered at our Centre over the last 4 years. Go Team Rolling Stones!
We are thrilled to welcome two new activists, Joe and Calin
Nesbitt. This fun-loving father and son team rode the Cape
Town Cycle Tour on a tandem bike to raise funds and
awareness.
We admired their tenacity as they dug deep, riding in
pouring rain and strong head winds. Thank you Joe and
Calin for raising R3000.

Thank you to all our activists for:
Stepping up
Embracing our children
Taking action
Helping us provide education, therapy & care

DONATIONS
This term we have been blessed with
many donations.
These include a trampoline, big rocking
horse, 100L of cleaning products, fresh
sand for the sandpit, sand toys, a car seat,
a fan, clothing, books and the use of
bubble and slushy machines for Family
Day.
A big Thank You to all the lovely
individuals and companies who keep our
children in mind and step up to make a
difference.

TRAINING
This term our staff continued to expand their
knowledge by taking part in a number of
courses including:
Early intervention in treatment and care of
children with Down Syndrome
Quality of Care: Understanding human
rights for people with intellectual disabilities
Intermediate wheelchair seating training
Positioning
Assessment and management of Cerebral
Palsy
Many children at the Centre are wheelchair
users and spend many hours a day in a seat.
They are unable to maintain a neutral
position themselves and require special
support.
Supporting a child correctly is very important
as bad positioning can lead to the
development of deformities and discomfort.
Our Occupational Therapists Emma & Chenell
are now able to attend to these complex
seating needs inhouse.

WHERE DOES YOUR
GIFT GO?
A FEW FACTS:
Our parents pay

R450/ month

+ transport

R150/month

Total
The education,
therapy & care
the Centre provides

R600/ month fees
actually costs
+/- R6000 per child/month

Your donation helps make up this shortfall
Our children have severe to profound
disabilities
This means they require a high level of 'hands-on'
care
Every child has unique needs
30 staff members ensure each child:
is loved
is cared for
is safe
is fed
is safely transported to and from the Centre
receives education
receives sensory stimulation
has access to individualised therapy
experiences new environments
has the opportunity to reach their full
potential

Our community of monthly givers dedicated to enriching the lives of our children.

4 reasons to join
You will become a part of our children's
journey, by acknowledging their needs,
standing up for their rights and bringing about
positive change.
100% of your donation goes towards us
providing intensive, holistic, hands on
education, therapy and care.
We always have the children's best interests
at heart. Through good governance we make
sure your gift is allocated where it can help
the most.
Your gift is tax deductible
Section 18A certificates available for your
tax purposes.

Start your journey today
Only R150 a month
makes a difference.

Bizweni Centre for Children
with Disabilities
ABSA Bank
Branch code: 632005
Account No: 9055830293

www.bizwenicentre.co.za

A fundraising platform helping ordinary people to do
extraordinary things.
www.givengain.com

Choose us as a beneficiary
on your MySchool card.
You can have up to 3!
www.myschool.co.za

