BIZWENI BUZZ
Term 4 2021
"A good head and a good heart are always a formidable combination"
- Nelson Mandela

FAREWELL ESTIE
As 2021 draws to a close, we say goodbye
to two legendary staff members. Firstly, the
vibrant Estie Griesel, our Class 3
Coordinator and Music Stimulation teacher.
Music plays a crucial role in improving
attention, behaviour, language, motor
skills, confidence and cognitive functioning.
Estie's lessons brought the Centre to life as
the children engaged with the songs and
movements.
We will miss her sing-song voice and her big heart. We hope Estie and her family
enjoy their adventures in Scotland. "Thank you for the music, the songs I'm singing.
Thanks for all the joy they're bringing." - ABBA

END OF AN ERA
We also say goodbye to our beloved Aunty
V. Nine years ago she started as a cleaner
then moved into Class 1 as an assistant.
Aunty V has been a hardworking and
amazingly considerate part of the Bizweni
family who has always gone the extra mile
for the children.
"I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at the Centre. The children and my colleagues
hold a special place in my heart."
We will miss her smiling face, her gentleness, and her funny sayings. She is “like ABSA
bank” and “from the coffee to the tea”. We wish her all the best in her retirement now
she is “A for Away".

WELCOME LUVO
A big welcome to Luvo Mboxela, a trained
social worker, as our new Life Skills
Coordinator for Class 4. Independent Life
Skills incorporates a selection of home skills
and activities necessary to achieve the
highest level of independence possible. Selfcare and social skills are so necessary for
these children’s transitioning into adulthood.
Luvo will network with other facilities to find
placements for children who will move on
when they turn 18.

SUPPORT FROM APPLES
We are so blessed to have such thoughtful
friends!
In November Applewood Prep hosted a
Cultural evening at the Railway Market in
Elgin. Children sold the art and crafts they
had made and donated an amazing R9,000
to the Centre. This money enabled us to
purchase essential launguage software
BoardMaker for our Speech Therapy
department. Thank you Apples! You are
amazing!

PAINT & SIP FUNDRAISER
The creativity flowed at our Paint & Sip
Fundraiser on the 1st of Dec. Luckily for
us, generosity also flowed during the
auction.
The lovely ladies in attendance helped us
raise a whopping R7,200! This money will
go towards much needed dental
appointments for our children.
What made the event so special was
hosted at the Centre and held in Class 1.
We were proud to show off our top class facility, and and what we do.

MOVING ON
Bizweni Centre is celebrating as six of our
children are transitioning upward and
onward to government special schools in
2022!
Receiving special school placement is a
culmination of the hard work by all the staff,
the families, and especially the children.
Going to school and wearing a uniform is a
dream for many of our children, a dream
Bizweni works hard to achieve, but sadly for
the majority does not come true.
We are so proud of our children's
achievements!

RESOURCES PAGE
Our website keeps getting better...
We have added a resources page
containing links for more information
about different disabilities.
It also features our Choose to Challenge
videos which hope to smash stigmas,
and past issues of the Bizweni Buzz.
Check it out. www.bizwenicentre.co.za

MAKE IT SNAPPY
Making a donation just got easier...the Centre
now has SnapScan.
This easy and safe payment option will help us
collect donations at events (or anywhere,
anytime!) with less fuss. Monthly payements
are also an option.
No need for cards, cash, or time-consuming
EFTs – just simple payments in a snap!

THANK YOU
"Looking back over 2021 that started in the COVID second wave, went through the third wave and ended
in the fourth wave. All the uncertainties of funding with the stressed financial markets. Our Ford Bus
bursting into flames with a teacher and the bus driver in it. Families having to juggle life with their
children only being able to attend the Centre alternate weeks.
Yet here I sit in awe of God, despite all of this He turned each apparent problem into a faith victory.
The Centre was COVID-Free for all the Staff and children during the terms.
Our Supporters and Funders stood by us and through their generosity and support we are able to go into
2022 in a financially sound position.
Both the teacher Megs and bus driver, Francois managed to get out of the bus. Francois, despite receiving
burns to his hands and face remains so grateful to God for turning this disaster arround for good.
Workman’s Compensation gave him the opportunity to be admitted to Vergelegan Hospital, with all the
best specialists. Not only did they sorted out his burns beautifully, but found that he had unattended life
threatening conditions that they were able to bring under control and give him a new lease on life. With
the sale of our olde Mercedes Sprinter, the insurance pay out and a generous donation from Virtual
Resource. We were able to replace the bus with a beautiful new VW Crafter.
One of our funding partners, Elma Foundation, allocated us a special funding towards addressing food
insecurities and support of our children’s families. With home programs, supporting our families as best
we could, with hospital visits, individual meetings, being able to provide food parcels every second week
we have built up strong trust relationships with our families which in turn as had a positive impact on the
children.
I am so grateful to the wonderful team of 31 staff members who have all worked together to provide the
loving care, therapy and education that children with disabilities so desperately deserve and need.
Last but not least, none of this would be
possible without the support of the individuals
and funding partners who have stuck by and
trusted us to deliver our desperately needed
services.
To everyone Thank You. I trust you will have a
wonderful and blessed festive season."
Vicky Hinrichsen and Bizweni Centre Team

Wishing you
a blessed Christmas

WAYS TO GIVE

A fundraising platform helping ordinary people to do
extraordinary things.

Our community of monthly givers
dedicated to enriching the lives
of our children.

Bizweni Centre for Children
with Disabilities
Absa Bank
Branch code: 632005
Account No: 9055830293

POPIA = Protection of Personal Information Act
This law is designed to protect how your data is collected, used and stored.
And we take your privacy seriously
___
Our newsletters are here to keep you informed about campaigns and other goings on at Bizweni Centre for
Children with Disabilities.
You are receiving this because you have signed up for our mailing list! Whoo-Hoo!
If you wish to continue receiving updates from Bizweni Centre, then you're all good no further actions are required from you!
HOWEVER
If you wish to unsubscribe from any email communication that you receive from
Bizweni Centre, you can do so by clicking on the UNSUBSCRIBE link at the bottom of any of our emails.

